





Excerpts from Recent Addresses
of President Gordon B. Hinckley

Following are selected excerpts
from public expressions and
addresses given by President
Gordon B. Hinckley during the
" past several months, printed here
~for the edification and instruction
- of Church members.

THE FUTURE OF THE CHURCH

“The best lies ahead. I believe
that with all my heart. If you
will stay on the straight and nar-
row, the best lies ahead. Itis a
wonderful time to be alive. It's a
great time to be a member of this
church when you can hold your
head up without embarrassment
and with some pride in this great
latter-day work” (West High
School seminary graduation, Salt
Lake City, Utah, 14 May 1995).

“I feel so optimistic about
this church, so very, very opti-
mistic. . . . What tremendous
things we are doing because of
the faithfulness of the people:
the building of these chapels
across the earth, the building of
temples, the tremendous work
that is going forward, and the
effect that it is having upon indi-
viduals as it increases in num-
bers. It's true. Be happy about
it. Be affirmative about it. Don't
look for its weaknesses. Magnify
its strengths and build on those”
(Vacaville/Santa Rosa, California,
regional conference, priesthood
leadership meeting, 20 May
1995).

“God will open the way.
When there is no way, He will
open the way. I am satisfied of
that. I don’t worry about the
future of this church. It's going
to roll on with majesty and
power. This is the stone which-

was cut out of the mountain
[and] rolled forth to fill the whole
earth as was seen in Daniel’s vi-
;sion. This is the work of the true

" and living God, whose power

exceeds all other power in the
universe” (Vacaville/Santa Rosa,
California, regional conference,
priesthood leadership meeting,
20 May 1995).

Church Membership Reaches
Nine Million

hurch membership equivalent of about two
has reached nine wards. The equivalent
million according to esti- of a typical stake of 3,800

members was created
every four and a half

mates from the Member
and Statistical Records

Division. Recent statistics days. [
show that the Church has
added a million members 1985
since 1 September 1991, 9 million 4@
when membership reached 1991 “
eight million. 8 million M &
~ The rate of growth 1989 oL %

since September 1991 7 million 2 er
has been about 840 new 1986 ;e q
members each day, the 6 million A, I

1982

5 million

1978

4 million
1971
3 million
1963
1947 2 million p

- Languages
Spoken

In 1830 the Prophet

Joseph Smith organized

. the Church with himself
and five other men as its

. first members. Those six
members spoke English.

. But within three decades
the gospel was being

* preached across the oceans
to people who spoke a vari-
ety of different languages.

- Today, Church memberss
speak almost 140 different
languages!

The following chart lists

. the top ten tongues spoken

as first languages by mem-

bers of the Church. Other
languages rounding out the

. top twenty include French,

; German, Hiligaynon,* Man-
darin, Cantonese, Italian,

- Pangasinan,* Bikolano,*
Tahitian, and Laotian. [J

' English .......... 4,885,164

| Spanish .......... 2,354,533
Portuguese ........ 506,921
Tagalog*........... 103,191
Japanese ........... 100,758
Samoan ............ 78,91i
Cebuano*........... 70,544
Korean ............. 64,992
Hokano* ............ 62,137
Tongan............. 55,941

*These languages spoken
in the Philippines. .. ... ..
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THE QUORUM OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES

Robert D. Hales
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Thousands of Mexican Latter-day Saints gather at the Mexico City Temple grounds to hear President Hunter
speak at a Christmas lighting ceremony.

President Hunter Creates Church’s 2,000th Stake

President James E. Faust

Jefirey R. Holland

Henry B. Eyring

In a major milestone
marking the accelerating
growth of The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, President Howard W.
Hunter presided over the
creation of the Church’s
two thousandth stake on

11 December 1994 in
bustling Mexico City.
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BUDGET BY DEMAND -
After months of debate about welfare and tax

cuts and Medicare funding. it might seem as’

though Democrats and Republicans have
been arguing forever over how to balance the
federal budget. But how quickly we forget.

Just a few years ago. President-elect Bill Clin- -

ton said, “I believe we cannot balance this
budget ever unless we can get more economic
growth than we've got.”

Well, never mind. This year saw a revolu-
tion in American thought. Now the race is on
:0 eliminate the federal deficit within seven
vears—and also cut taxes. What happened?
In 1980, when polisters first started asking
questions about a constitutional amendment
to balance the budget. fewer than half of
those queried had ever heard about the idea

of balancing the budget, although two thirds
supported the amendment once they were
told about the issue. It was an abstraction.

‘never ranking high among voters” concerns. ~ =~

Not anymore. Voters have seen the total
federal debt grow from $1 trillion in 1982 to
$5 trillion today. They're worried that federal
entitlements — like Medicare and Social Secu-

‘rity—won't survive. They now view budget

trimming as a measure of political compe-
tence: If vou can't do it, you don't deserve to

Tun the country.

More than half the voters now believe that
balancing the budget is more important than
maintaining the current level of services in so-
cial programs. But here’s the rub: Voters also
don't want their own favorite programs cut.
So the effort to balance the budget has now
become as American as apple pie. Less clear
is whether politicians can pull it off without
the whole thing turning sour.

THOMAS BRASE — TOY STONE WOPLDWIDE

; o

1OB FACTORY. The Golden State glows again.

PARADISE REGAINED?

Long the engine of economic growth, Califor-
nia assumed a new role in the 1990s: caboose.
Post-cold-war cutbacks in defense spending
and a real-estate slump put the state through its
worst downturn since the Great Depression.
But California reckons to be the Big Engine
That Could in 1996. Economists predict that
nearly all the jobs lost during the recession will
be recovered by early next vear —and the state
may outpace the nation in income gains. Presi-
dential hopeful Bob Dole may have blasted
Hollywood for producing “nightmares of de-
pravity.” Butthe movic business deserves some
credit for restoring the California dream: The
entertainment industry alone created about
30,000 jobs last year.

1
' »Jupiter or bust. The Galileo
, spacecraft. launched six
'; years ago. reached its desti-
' nation in 1995. Miles trav-
! eled: 2.3 bil-
' lion. Weight of
:' the orbiter:
! about 2.5 tons;
+ of the fuel:
! 2,061 pounds.
! probe's speed
L when it hit Jupiter: 106,000
i mph; its temperature: twice
' as hot as the surface of
V' the sun.

BULL SESSION ¢
For both stocks and bonds. 1993 was a vear
that rewrote the record books. The Dow Jones
industrial average —which blasted through
5000 for a 35 percent gain through early De-
cember — closed at new all-time highs on more
than 60 occasions. Bond prices jumped by over
25 percent, making this year the best ever for
the fixed-income markets. Factors powering
the market included the wealth of corporate
mergers and acquisitions. and aging baby
boomers pumping up their 401(k) retirement
plans. which kept moncy flowing into stock
mutual funds. It was technology stocks. how-
ever. that really made the market move.

Of course. there’s no such thing as a per-
petual-motion money machine. But it may
take 1996 to prove it.

WEB BUILDING

This was the vear America fell in love with the
Internet —specifically. the World Wide Web.
which allows computer users to tap into a glob-
al network of graphics. text, sound and video.
Online services. such as America Online and
Prodigy. fueled the affair by giving subscribers
direct Web access. Perhaps the happiest bene-
ficiary was Netscape Communications Corp., a
23-month-old software
developer known for its
popular browser—a
navigational tool for
the Web. Netscape
stock leaped from an
August opening of
$45.75 10 S123.25 last
week.

But it’s still unclear
how Web mania will
play out on Wall Street
and in Silicon Valley.
Netscape has only recently turned a profit, and
bubbling off to the side is Java, a new pro-
gramming language from Sun Microsystems
that will permit a.whole new cohort of users to
surf the Net on simple terminals instead of
PCs. That devclopment alone should keep
webheads busy in the coming year.

World Wide Web site
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--get deficit in 1995: $163.8

- the budget deficit

» Balancing act. Federal bud-

billion; in 1955: $3 billion:
sfter Ronald Reagan’s first
vear in the White House:
$79 billion; after the first
year of Reagan's second
term: $212 billion: in 1992
when Bill Clinton was elect-
ed president: $290 billion.

» Dividing the pie. Percent of
the federal budgdet spent on
Aid to Families with Depend-
ent Children in
1995: 1.1: on Sociai

Security: 22. Per- . %~ 8 -
cent of Americansg‘%.
who would reduce \b. 2

by cutting spending on wel-
fare: 51: who would reduce
the deficit by cutting spend-
ing on Social Security: 16.

» Charge it, please. Total dis-
posable income for Ameri-
cans as of June 1995: $5.2
trillion. Total household
debt, including mortgages.
consumer credit and other
loans as of June 1995: $4.8
trillion. Average balance
Americans carried on bank
cards in 1995: $3,900; av-
erage credit card balance in
1994: $3,300. Number of
Americans who filed for per-
sonal bankruptcy in 1994:
785,000.

Orioles’ Cal Ripken Jr.
broke baseball’s un-
breakable record in

1995 —Lou Gehrig's
2,130 consecutive games
played. Number of straight
seasons in which Ripken
plaved every game: 13.




A DAY THAT SHOOK TH

makeshift morgues in a car wash and a garage. The

The survivors were few. The dead were hauled off to

FBI called it the worst terrorist attack ever on Ameri-
can soil. But the description failed utterly to capture the

force of the shock waves that emanated from the shattered

Alfred P. Murrah Federal Building.

COMEBACK DADS

Many rolled their eyes in 1992 when Dan

Quavle accused the producers of the popular
sitcom “Murphy Brown™ of glamorizing what

he called America’s worst crisis: missing fa- !

thers. But by 1995, a year in which nearly 40

percent of American children lived without -
thelr fathers. the entire nation rallied around

the idea of bringing Daddy home. or at least
holding him to his responsibilities. Congress
drafted a bill 1o crack down on deadbeat dads:
the FBI started tracking them across state
lines. All across the political spectrum. there
were scenes of masses of men pledging to do
better by their children—those who packed
the national Mall for the Million Man March
and those who filled the stadium rallies of the
Christian-right group Promise Keepers.

A NEW LOW

The conventional wisdom used to be that
terrorists would stay away from weapons of
mass destruction. But
members of a religious sect
called Aum Shinrikyvo,
headed by a mysterious
messianic figure named
Shoko Asahara. turned the
conventional wisdom on its
head last March, releasing
sarin nerve gas on the To-
kyo subway. Twelve people
died and thousands were
injured. Subsequent investigations revealed
that the cult also had been seeking nuclear-
weapons technology all around the globe—
giving the emerging threat of nuclear smug-
¢gling an even more terrifying edge.

OVER THERE, AGAIN

For more than 30 months, the Clinton admin-
istration dithered over whether and how to
intervene in the brutal war in Bosnia. Finally.
last July, facing the humiliating prospect of
having to send American troops into Bosnia
to help United Nations forces withdraw from
a failing mission. the president shook off his
ambivalence. Through a determined combi-
nation of American military power and diplo-
macy. Balkan leaders were induced to come
to Davton. Ohio. to settle their differences.
After 20 days of heated talks, they endorsed
an accord that represents the first real chance
to end Europe’s worst war in 50 years. Anoth-
er first: to enforce the agreement among em-
bittered factions. the deployment of more
than 20,000 U.S. troops to Bosnia in a
NATO-led peacekeeping mission that could
last a vear or more.

Shoko Asahara

A MOMENT OF TRUTH

Fifteen months after watch-
Los Angeles’s freewayvs. 130
ed to television screens to

had been billed as the trial

in the O. J. Simpson cuse —

4 \while many whites ex-
pressed disbelief and anger—alerted many
white Americans to what African-Americans
had known all along: Economic and educa-
tional gains made since official segregation
ended 30 vears ago have not put a stop to
evervday prejudice and inequalitv. Suspicion

Y

STOP TIME, 0. J. Simpson as the jury weighs in

and rcsentment infuse many black-white en-
counters: white cops aren’t the only perpetra-
tors. Exposing this racial fault line has under-
scored the dire need to span the divide.

PUBLIC HEALTH ENEMY NO. 1

The dreaded predictions have finally come
true: In 1993, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention in Atlanta announced
that AIDS had become the No. 1 killer of
Americans ages 25 to 44. But the AIDS
news wasn't all bad. Scientists announced
that they had uncovered some of the hidden

habits of HIV, the virus that causes AIDS.
~ Although many infected people show no

symptoms for the first few years, the new
research suggests that even during this peri-
od. the virus is multiplying furiously —which
may make it an easv target for new drugs.
Other scientists published a report on eight
people infected with a weakened strain of
HIV. None have AIDS symptoms, although
most have carried the virus for more than 10
years. If scientists can re-create that weak-
ness in the lab, they'll be on the road to cre-
ating an AIDS vaccine. '

many blacks were elated-

ing a surreal chase along -

hear the outcome of what

~of the century. Split reac- -
tion to the not-guilty verdict .

i

7> > SOV more than in 1943,
million Americans satrivef- 777
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The boomers turn 50. A half century
ago. on Jan. 1. 1946. the 18-year
period known as the baby boom
began as millions of soldiers, sailors
and marines returned home from
World War IL In 1946. the first full
vear of peace, 3.4 million children
were born in the country, 600,000

» Birthrate per 1.000 persons during

-~ the Depression vears: 18; birthrate -

during the 1947 to 1950 period: 25 per
1,000: in 1993: 15.5

» Numberof babiesborn from 1946 to
1964: 78 million: number who will turn
50 January 1: 7,745: number turning
50 on‘average each day for the next
10 vears: 10,000: what thev qualify
for: membership in the American
Association of Retired Persons

Abundant crop. Part of the boom

» Boomers’ share of books purchased
in 1994: 46%: share of boomers with
high school diplomas: 89%; boomers
who sav they smoked marijuana: 42%;
dressed like hippies: 27%: took part in
an antiwar or civil rights protest: 16%:
took up voga. meditation or an
Eastern religion: 10%: lived a
communal lifestyle: 5%

» Share of boomers who say they
would pay their debts with a $50,000
legacy: 26%: educate their children:
24%; invest it: 24%: buy a home:
14%: give it to charity: 2%

» Size of the preboomer (50 and
older) group: 68 million; baby
busters (19 to 30): 44 million: baby
boomiet (under 19): 72 million

» Thumbs up. Average time ¢
the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration to approve a new

drug: 20 months; average

time in 1987: 33 months.

Time to approve the antide-
pressant Prozac in 1987: 4
years; the AIDS drug AZT in
1987: 3.5 months. Average
time to develop, test and ap- i
prove a new drug: 15 years. :



Grandma Johnson




January

I was still at Glen and Maxine's house. New Year's Day we
went to Sacrament Meeting and Glen and I made Scalloped Potatoes
for dinner. The next day, we watched the beautiful Rose Parade.
I was able to go to my favorite buffet, The Timber Topper, where
I can have all the fried oysters I want. We have all been
watching "Centennial" tapes and enjoying those. Maxine was too
sick to go to church sometimes, and I went with her friend
Evelyn. Glen went on truck trips twice. Glenn Johnson called.
He has been demoted to another job and he asked if he could
borrow my car and I said yes. He soon found out it was a gas
hog and brought it back

February

Maxine's camping group came over and brought Chinese food
for dinner. It was lots of fun. Maxine and I did some walking.
Almost walked half way around the block, even though my legs
hurt a lot. I went to a high school play with Evelyn. Clyde
and Mitra, Glenn and Carol and Howard all called. Steve came
out to take the Oregon Bar Exam. We all went to Timber Topper
for oysters again. Howard had called to tell us that he was
going to have hernia surgery, but that it was no big deal and he
would call us when it was over. However, when he did call, he
told us that they gave him a muscle relaxant that some people in
our family are allergic to. He was under anesthetic for 5 hours
and they had to-clean his blood to get him out. His one inch
cut turned out to be 6 inches.

March

The Kemptons from Salem came down and visited us. Maxine
and I went to testimony meeting and both bore our testimonies in
Relief Society. We walked around the block most days. Maxine
was in charge of the Relief Society dinner. Different sisters
brought their china and set the tables. Maxine and Glen and I
went with their camping friends out to eat at Sizzler. I talked
to Clyde and Mitra and Howard. On March 18th, I flew to Salt
Lake from Eugene. Glenn met me at the airport in Salt Lake and
then I spent a few days visiting with him and Phil and Clyde.
Clyde took me home on Sunday.

April

I went to Dr. Young for my sore foot and he sent me to see
the foot doctor. I got word from Glen that Maxine was very ill
and in the hospital in John Hopkins in Maryland. I was so
worried about her and prayed very hard. She was there a long
time, but they finally said that she was getting better. It was
the end of April before she got home. Then she was home a week
and went in the hospital in Eugene for a week.

May

‘May 14th, on Mother's Day, Glenn arranged for all of us,
Clyde and Mitra, Howard and Florence and Florence's mother and
dad to go to Cedar View Lodge, but then he ended up in the
hospital and couldn't come. We had a nice day anyway. Maxine
always sends me something nice on Mother's Day. The end of May,
Phil and Ann came to visit. Keith and Ruth, Jan and Tiffany
came to visit the week of Memorial Day.



June/July

I was making lots of baby quilts. Maxine and Phil both
wanted me to make them. Maxine had some regquests for them in
Eugene. Maxine could get $20 - $25 for them and Phil offered
$50, so Maxine said, "Sell him all he wants." So I kept making
guilts. When Phil took his over and showed him to the Motta's,
Janice wanted 3 for the same price. I kept making them, so I
had 1 for Maxine and 1 for Van and LeAnne as they had taken me
to Logan several times. She also bought 1. Altogether I made
11 quilts this summer.

August
Phil came and took me to Lava for dinner

September ’

Phil came and took me to dinner again. Glen came and
stayed overnight with me. September 12th, Maxine and Glen came.
we canned lots of tomato juice. We went to Lance Johnson's
wedding and reception and also went to Lanny's daughter's
reception. Glenda's son and wife, Garrett and Heidi, came and
stayed a couple of nights and had a nice visit. Maxine and Glen
left on the 22nd.

October
I had dinner at Van and LeAnne's. I had new carpeting put
down in the kitchen and hall.

November

Pam and Lanny came to take me for a ride. I spent the
time getting my house ready to leave. November 17th, Van took
me to Howard's. I stayed overnight. Glenn came up and got me
and took me to Phil's house. I stayed with him until
Thanksgiving. I had dinner at Becky's. Then I stayed with
Glenn and he took me to Clyde's on the 24th. I was there until
the 28th when I flew to Eugene. Maxine is not very well, so we
don't go many places.

December

I celebrated my 91st birthday. All my family called. It
was nice being at Maxine and Glen's for Christmas. Maxine had
lots of nice friends and they become my friends. Maxine trimmed
the tree beautifully and I put the icicles on and helped trim
it. We started putting stuff under it and it ended up to be a
lot of stuff. They wouldn't let me open one thing until
Christmas morning. Then we had all the fun.



f

The Johns

7p)
G
Qo




Testimony of Maxine Johnston
given February 18,1996

I leave this life story as a testament of my life. I
am grateful for the church and the influence it has been in
my life. I am also grateful for the many blessings which the
Lord has given to me in my 1life.

I am indebted to my parents for the loving sacrifices
they have always made for me. I had a wonderful, carefree
childhood, never aware that the depression was going on, even
though we were very poor. My parents were always supportive
of me, no matter what choices I made or down which paths I
chose to go. I appreciate my brothers, and their
willingsness to have a family reunion whenever we came to
visit.

I'm especially grateful for a good husband who has always
loved me, and taken such good care of me. I was so happy when
he joined the church, and experienced an even fuller joy when
we went to the temple. It made it possible to enjoy three
more joyous occasions, when each of our children were married
in the temple. I have been sick much of ry married life, and
he has been patient and understanding. He encouraged me to
stretch my limits, even sometimes, when it was painful. This
has allowed me to have many experiences I would have
otherwise missed and reduced my disabilities. He is a true
artist, as he sees beauty in the world around him--in rocks
and sky and wood. He has been such a good father, from
teaching poems at bedtime to rock hunting, coin collecting,
scouting and family camping.

I'm grateful for my children, for their individuality
and their many talents. Each child is very different and
delightful. They have added strength and richness to my life
and increased my testimony as I watched them choose to be
baptized, go to the temple, and try to live righteous lives.
I deeply appreciate the special mates each has chosen and
that together they are raising their children according to
the teachings of the gospel.

‘ My grandchildren have been a constant, and immeasurable
joy to me. Although we have been far away, I feel very close
to them and I'm so pleased when I hear of their good choices
and that they too, are trying to live the gospel. I have
offered many prayers on their behalf as I have watched them
go through trials. The many things they do for me are greatly
appreciated.

The friends I've had in the church have enriched my
life. So many times they have been a positive influence,
helped me and guided me. These relationships were enhanced
by giving service, receiving service and performing service
together in the church.

, I have made many mistakes, but made lots of right
choices, also. I am grateful for the principle of repentance.
Sometimes, it was difficult to ask for forgiveness, but one
of the important things I've learned is that I had to forgive
myself after the Lord had forgiven me. I've experienced the
peace that comes when, after sincere repentance, I can
remember the deed, but there is no pain associated with it.



I know the church is true, and I know we should read
the scriptures, because that is one of the ways God answers
our prayers. TI've had prayers answered by certain scriptures
seeming to be darker and just stand out. There have been
many times when I felt that I was being guided, but there
were many more times that I looked back and saw that I had
been guided, and that my prayers had been answered.

While I was in the ICU at John Hopkins Medical Center,
I thought that I was going to die. Then, one day, I felt as
though I was béih§ lifted up and held and was given the
knowledge-that. this peaceful feeling was a direct result of
the many prayers and fasting on my behalf, and that I would
be alright. I continued to have a peaceful feeling, like a
comforter around me, the whole time I was in the hospital.

I am grateful that I know my Savior lives and that I
will meet him when I leave this earth. I look forward to
that day, though I will miss being with my family and friends




\)éh ve V’7¢
Decovs 170 n s

S Teves 5/ 7

sleve~

A b_"g"—ﬂd,
Va’*’“ e €



January

I started the £ year sick, and the doctor finally
convinced me that I needed to go on oxygen. This was the
hardest thing I have ever done. I had nightmares about it
and told Glen it was the beginning of the end. But on
January 24th, they brought me oxygen tanks and I was thrilled
to see a 50-foot tube that would allow me to move freely
around the house. I had been expecting to have to carry
oxygen tanks with me wherever I went. For use outside the
home, they brought a small oxygen tank that fit on small
cart. With that I could make short trips and walk around the
block. Being on oxygen didn't help a lot at first.

February

I sent a special valentine box to Ashley and
Christopher. Ashley said, "Oh, I just love that Grandma.
When she gets oput, here in Marchy.. ‘m..gonna give her a big
htigs ™ “eA\shléy\ 9llowed through on ,'her rohise, and gave me .
" lets; ‘Qf shugse.y, On )Eebruary 4th, our. épin Hng friends, sthey 7% ¢
Newells,.Bevans,,I@kes ‘and Rodqucks came over. We ordered’ Yol €43
Chinese food, watched a BYU basketbalfl ¥ xgame and” wusxted.,: A, o
They were curious about the oxygen and made me so accepted i
and OK. I really needed that. Jerry Newell lead the teasing
with threats of putting a kink in my oxygen hose to "see if

Maxine will die."

I was sick throughout February and was having to
increase then decrease my dosage of prednisone. I had to
admit that I could not be the mistress of ceremonies for my
50th high school class reunion as they had asked me to be. I
called the class secretary, Ardell Holderness, to tell her.
She was so caring and I poured my feelings out to her and not
being able to be the mistress of ceremonies. I received
several cards from her, one immediately, that raised my
spirits and made me feel very cared for.

On February 16th, we picked up Steve at the Eugene
Alrpprt. He»sﬁudled for the Oregon Bar and passed it. He
went with' us to Stake Conference. We had some good visiting
time, and I took Glen and Steve out to the airport on the
25th, when Steve returned home and Glen left for a "truck
trip."

March

I started my rehabilitation at McKenzie-Willamette Hospital
in February. It lasted 8 weeks and really helped me a 1lot.
I was much stronger when I finished-thd&n whenuI began. . 0n
March 18th, Glen took mother to the airport and she returned

o
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home via Salt Lake City. She had enjoyed the flowers so much
here, and I would mlSS being able to take walks with her
around the block.

On March 22nd, we 1left for Maryland. The oxygen was
.supplied by the airlines. We got a great big welcome at
Steve's. They had a nice queen-size bed set up for us in the
basement. We went to Johns Hopkins Hospital for allergy
testing and found that I had few allergies. The allergies
which I did have were very mild.

I made an appointment with the 1lung specialist, Dr. Terry.
He really didn't see that change in treatment was needed.
This was very disappointing because I was very sick. He
ordered a CAT scan and called me at 11:00 p.m. saying he
though he saw where the problem might be and wanted to do a
surgical biopsy. Because of insurance and travelling we
asked if it could be done in Eugene. He reluctantly agreed.
In the meantime, I developed an infection and he ordered
antibiotics. We visited at Steve and Wendy's for a few days
more and went to pick up the papers-and X-rays to take to
Eugene.

April

As we were sitting Dr. Terry's office, he loocked at me
and said, "You are a very sick girl. You had better go to
the emergency room." I was in the emergency room 5 hours and
I ended up in the intensive care unit on a ventilator after I
stopped breathing. I thought they were trying to kill me and
that I was going to die and spent very frlghtenlng hours
until they allowed Glen to come in. I was in the ICU for 11
days and was in the hospital for a total of 2 weeks. Dr.
Danoff literally saved my life and I had lots of good care.

It was Glenda's spring vacation and she flew out
immediately. She was such a good help for both of us, but
especially Glen. We convinced Kathi to save her visit for
when I was home and she could be more help to me. And we had
Steve and Wendy's loving care all the time we were there.
The three kids gave us three roses on our 47th anniversary,
and Clyde and Mitra sent us a huge bouquet.

I had the surgical ©biopsy and the diagnosis was
bronchialitis obliterans. This meant that I had a disease
with fast-progressing emphasema. There were many, many
prayers said for me, my name was put in several temples, and
my ward dedicated a Fast Sunday to me. Steve and Glen gave
me several blessings. One of the first days when I was so
sick, I had the feeling of being lifted up and held. It was
such a safe and warm feeling. I had the pure knowledge that
there is another life after this. I am so grateful for that
experience. I do not know why my life was preserved, except
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1512 Roundhill Road
Baltimore, MD 21218
July 27, 1996

Dear Mrs. Johnston,

Your letter arrived just days before I began my Pulmonary fellowship. Although it was a
pleasure to receive your letter, I was sorry to read about the ups and downs of the past
year. I am not aware of any studies of non-steroidal anti-inflammatory agents like Relafen
for the treatment of BOOP, but I will keep my eyes open for them. Iam proud of you for
going camping for Memorial Day. Your spirit and resolution seem to have remained strong
even with the many physical problems that you have encountered.

I finished my third year of residency working in the Bayview MICU where I met you and
your family. And I have begun my Pulmonary fellowship as the fellow in the Progressive
Care Unit at Bayview which I think you might also remember. You have come into my
thoughts many times in the past two months. Your letter reminds me that there is certainly
more that we do not know in Medicine than that we do. I hope that as years go by I will be
able to tell you about new things that we are learning in Pulmonary Medicine. For the time
being, I am enjoying taking care of patients and doing what we can for the diseases that we
understand better.

I hope that your family is well. I have the clock that your husband made on my desk at
home. It reminds me of the passage of time in more than just minutes and hours. I hope
that you will continue to keep in touch. Ilook forward to hearing about more camping trips
and other celebrations to come. Iwill let you know if I hear about anything promising in
the treatment of BOOP.

Fondly,
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to let everyone know how important it is to love one another.

I left the hospital taking 60 miligrams of prednisone as
well as antibiotics. The rest of the year would resolve
around that 60 number. The struggle was to get. Ooff
prednisone entirely, or at least reduce, my dosage was
frustrated over and over with relapses and infections.

We spent another vweek or so at Steve's getting my
strength back. They treated us so nice and it was so good to
listen to Ashley and Wendy play the piano. Our stay ended on
April 29th, when we flew home to find a huge "Welcome Home
Maxine" Banner and plenty of helium baloons on our front
door. The Relief Society also brought in a huge roast dinner
with vegetables, salad, and desert. It was so good to be
home.

May

I got an infection right away and ended up in the
hospital on May 4th. I met Dr. Kirtland, who had been
recommended by Johns Hopkins Hospital. He was dynamic and
interested in my case. He was the perfect doctor for my
transition from Johns Hopkins to Sacred Heart Hospital.
Kathie came May 6th and was great help when we needed to
choose a new washer and dryer. She and Glen also went
shopping for clothes for Maxine's birthday and Mother's

I had another rush of get-well cards, including one from
all of Glenda's third-grade students. The students' cards
were particularly touching and funny. I was able to return
home from the hospltal on my birthday. Kathie made me a
banana cream pie, which is my favorite. My brothers all
called during this time, expressing concern, and I heard
almost daily” from my mom. Kathie left on Mother's Day at
4:00 p.m. We were sorry to see her go, but so grateful for
the sacrifices she and her family made so that she could be
with us.

We went caﬂping at Honeyman State Park on Memorial Day
veekend with our usual group of friends, including the
Rodericks, the Bevans, the Newells, the Lakes, the
Slaughters, and the Newells' relatives (their relatives alone
filled three campsites). Glen worked out the arrangements
for the oxygen just fine. We had our traditional family home
evening on Sunday night. The family home evening has become
so popular that some friends drive out just for the evening.
Ninety people sang and played roles in the skits. I was glad
that my health had improved to the point where I could enjoy
the entire weekend visiting, playing board games, etc.

June
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@Q/\he two of you

have made a home
filled with love
and happiness for our family.
You’ve always been there
in the good times and the bad,

a wonderful example
of how life should be lived.

oo Stavted cut wite D bods
' C/ eve at o T z ok ceurse Y e
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@Q/\hat’s why this day

is so special
for all of us who love you--
because it’s a day
to thank you both,
and to celebrate the love
that has made us
such a happy family.

~Cave A onpErruUL
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ver time .
I think we"ve discovered
that love means




'aizaring everything

that’s come our way
has given us something -

some people never know...

ting commitment to each other.
And that’s really

what love is all about.
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On the 6th, Glen picked Genessa up at the Portland
airport. It was so fun to have her here alone, walking
around the block with me and learning the names of flowers,
to surprise her mother with. She really picked a lot of
raspberries, and never tired of it. We bought strawberries
and made jam, for her mom. She made giant Mrs. Field's
cookies, and saved each person a huge cookie to eat when her
mom and brother came. She got reaquainted with the Hill
girls, and went to school with Kimberly Bevans, and played,
lots of Nintendo. We often played Double Boggle and
Rummicube.

July
Glenda and Grant arrived in Portland on July 2nd, and
Glen picked them up. Glenda and Genessa went <clothes
shopping on the 4th of July. We had fireworks in the
driveway. The kids bought lots of fireworks.

We all took the trailer up to Clark Creek on July 7th,
and had a nice ward campout. Grant was King of the crowd, as
all the boys were at scout camp. ,We had out traditional
breakfast cooked by the Dbishopric, and a campfire skit
program the night before.

The second week they were here, Grant played basketball
with friends he'd met at church and sprained his ankle right
away, which complicated how much he could help Grandpa with
moving the big tin shed into the backyard. They had to empty
it, and dismantle it, build a new foundation and then rebuild
it. Grant and Glen used up a lot of their patience on this
project, but it did get finished- before they 1left. We
enjoyed Grant's sense of humor and admired the way he had
instant frlends

Genessa kept going to gymnastics, which she started in
June. Glenda and I got to go watch her and video tape her
one of the watch, her. She spent the night with the Newell
twins.

L3

Everyone helped to put together a giant yard sale.
Maxine even went so far as to sell the oak dining room set
they'd had since they'd been married, because it was "sturdy"
and Glen complained about it. We replaced it with a picnic
table that we're still using. The next door neighbors, the
Rodericks, came over and saw all the stuff in the driveway
and garage, and asked us if we had anything left in the
house, (and we did!). We sold a lot of stuff, which helped
clean out the house, and attic, and made a good deal of money
as well,

We went out to dinner at Timber Topper, and Home Town
Buffet. Then on the 24th of July, we went to the ward picnic
at Emerald Park, and had a delicious potluck. . They had
‘everyone make paper airplanes and flew it in a contest.



I was devasted when I went from my appointment with Dr.
Kirtland when I 1learned that he had accepted a position in
Seattle. He insists I go to Dr. Rughani even though I have
had very negative experiences with him.

August

Picking ©berries occupied a good deal of our time,
whether it was raspberries in the back yard, strawberries in
the field, or wild blackberries to take home fresh on the
plane. Edith came down and we all went to Hometown
Buffet--Glenda, Genessa, Grant, Glen and I, It was a
delicious place to eat. We went to Fern Ridge Reservoir on a
plenic. We stopped at the fruit stands and bought some
veggies and when we got part way home, I discovered they had
undercharged us $5.00. We were anxious to get home so vwe
didn't turn around, but the next time I went out there,’'I
surprised the clerk with $5.00. Honesty is fun.

We made home-made ice cream and had black berries to put
on it. The rest of the berries went home with Glenda when
she left on the 5th. Glen took her to the portland airport
on that date. It was so wonderful to have them here, and we
were sorry to see them go home.

I made a tooth pillow and a regular pillow slip for
Ashley. I hadn't realized I had missed giving her a tooth
pillow. I made one for Christopher too.

Glen built a fence between the house and the shop using
some posts he had. It looks 1like its carved. It is very
creative. I made sweet pickels and took jars to my mom and
brothers in September.

On August 19th, I came down with a serious infection. I
was on 80 miligrams of prednisone for 3 days, then went down
to 60 miligrams, per day. Dr. Abel gave me a shot of
roecephin and 9 doses of zithromax over 9 days. I started
feeling better right away. I then went to Dr. Rughani for a
check-up and kept me on doxyclene for 8 weeks.

September

Went camping at Honeyman Park with Rodericks, Newells,
Lakes, and Marilyn Newell's niece. Other members of our
group had other commitments and couldn't come. It was a
small group, but we had lots of fund visiting and playing
games.

Glen and I had talked earlier in the year about getting
a different car. Glenda had suggested that we get a minivan
because a van would enable me to travel with my oxygen. I
didn't want to drive a long vehicle. Glenda thought this was
funny, since the Buick which we had then was longer than were
the minivans. We had decided to wait until December to get a
good buy, but Glen had been checking a 1lot into prices and
availability. I saw an advertisement in our newspaper. We
went to check on the price and decided to buy it right then.









The van was perfect for our trip to Idaho. We 1left
September the 11th and stopped at Mountain Home, where we had
a delicious steak dinner. We got to Grace the next day.
From Grace, we made several trips to Logan to get tomatoes,
fruit, and oxygen, and to meet all of the family at a We went
to my brother Howard's afterwards and I gave each one of my
brothers one 1letter which they had written to me years
before. Clyde's letter was one he wrote in the second grade;
Glenn's from the time he was in the hospital in Boise at 12
years of age; Phil's during his college years; and Howard's
while he was in the service. We enjoyed reading them and the
memories they brought back. I also told them of my medical
condition and the prognosis.

We went to Tremonton to Lance Johnson's wedding and
reception and to my nephew Lani Westerberg's daugher's
wedding reception and got to see lots of friends there.
Garrett and Heidi Winn also came up and stayed a couple of
nights. Mother and I canned about 40 quarts of tomato juice
and froze peaches. We also enjoyed 1lots of fruits and
vegetables. After this nice visit we Jleft Grace and were back
in Eugene on the 26th.

At home, I canned more tomato juice and made chili
sauce.

October

On October the 30th, our friends Var and Louise Kemptons
came down from Salem to go with us from the coast. We went
to Bandon, and got a nice motel, right on the beach for only
$55 a night. The weather was beautiful and warm. We ate
lots and visited and played the board game Rumicube. We came
home on November lst.

November

Var and Louise started to leave for Salem, but their car
broke down in our driveway so they stayed overnight, and we
had some more fun time together. Glen and Var fixed the car
the next day. We drove to Edith's for Thanksgiving and had a
delicious dinner with Edith.

Glen made clocks all month for Glenda to buy. He took
them out to show at Stalick's and sold five of them, so he
had to get busy and make some more. The mother decided she
wanted to send some to her sons, so he had some more to make.
He also made one that looks like an annlversary clock. He is
enjoying Bhemtlme’he»spends 1@ hms shop«: .
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Mother came on the 28th. I moved my angel collection to
the 1living room.

December

My only outing all month was December the 2nd, when I
went to my friend Jan Stewart's boutique and bought a
beautiful gold angel and some smaller ones. Mother bought me
one too. My collection is growing fast. I received some
more for Christmas, and I 1love all of them. I was pretty
sick most of the time from September to Christmas. Glen
transported Christmas presents back and forth from Riverside
and Livermore when he was on truck trips and on a vacation to
Riverside paid for by tickets expiring soon.

December 31st was Glen's 71st birthday. I was able to
an open house for the missionaries--a rare outing.
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My Truck Trips for the Year 1995 started o anuary the
16th, when I made a short trip down the Columbia Gorge to
Troutdale and brought back a truck to Springfield. The next
trip I flew to Conway., Arkansas, where I picked up a
20-passenger bus for handicapped passengers. I arrived in
Conway on January the 19th, stayed overnight, and left for
Eugene early the next morning. My first stop was Oklahoma
City. The next morning I 1left early and stopped in
Moriarity, New, where I spent the night. The next night I
stopped in Albuquerque, New Mexico. From Albuquerque, I went
to Williams, Arizona and spent the night.

I left Williams, Arizona intending to stay in
Bakersfield, California. However, when I got to Bakersfield
it was raining hard, and I couldn't find a hotel that was
easy to get to. I crossed over from Highway 99 to Interstate
5. Interstate 5 was flooding badly; it was blocked except
for one lane going both directions. They had a state police
officer in a truck to guide the vehicles through the flood
waters. As I got through, and a large semi-truck and trailer
was being guided through behind me, the semi did not stay
directly ©behind the guide vehicle. His wheels 1left the
pavement, the shoulder gave way, and his vehicle tipped over,
blocking all north-bound lanes. I was the last vehicle
through. I stayed at firebaugh, California and learned the
next morning that a bridge had washed cut on Interstate 5 and
closed the highway completely.

I left firebaugh the next morning and drove to Medford,
Oregon. I spent the night and returned to Springfield,
Oregon, ending my January excursions.

On gFebi:uary the 2nd, I wvwent back to Little Rock,
Arkansas and on to Conway to pick up another bus. On the 3rd
I left Conway and stopped over in Amarillo, Texas. From
Amarillo, I went to Holbrook, Arizona and spent the night
there. The next day I stopped in Wasco, California. From
Wasco, I went to Redding, California and spent the night.
The next day I went from Redding to Springfield, Oregon. I
stayed home for two weeks before making another trip.

I left on February 25th to pick wup a truck in
Bellflower, California. I left Bellflower and went to
Riverside and spent the night with the Winns. The next day I
left Riverside and spent the night with the Broughs. From
there I drove to Springfield and completed that trip. I did
not go on another trip in February because Maxine was so
sick.

On May 20th, I made a short trip to Coos Bay to pick up
a trade-in. I didn't make any trips the rest of that month
or all of June.



On July 28th, I left for Steamboat Springs, Colorado and
picked up a Truck and Trailer with a 1961 Corvette show car
in the trailer. I 1left Steamboat Springs and stayed
overnight in Vernal, Utah. From Vernal, I went to Jackpot
Nevada. On July 10th, I returned to Springfield.

My next trip was in August. I 1left August 15th for
Bellflower, California. Once again I went to Riverside and
spent the night with the Winns, then to Livermore for a night
with the Broughs, and arrived back in Springfield on the
17th. A week later, on the 24th, I departed for Bellflower
once again stopping Riverside. This time I Dbi-passed
Livermore and spent the night in Orland, California. I
returned to Springfield on the 27th.

I got to spend one day at home and left on the 29th for
Phoenix, Arizona. I arrived in Phoenix the morning of the
26th and left Phoenix at 12:45 p.m. and spent the night in
Needles, California. From needles, I went to Oriville,
California. The next morning I completed that trip and
arrived in Springfield on the 31st. On September 6th, I flew
to Ontario, California, where I was picked and taken to
Fontana. I picked up a truck there, and drove to Williams,
California. I left the next day and arrived in Springfield
on September 8th.

The next truck trip did not come until December the 7th,
when I flew to Whittier, California, picked up a truck, and
spent the night in Riverside with the Winns. The next night
I spent with the Broughs in Livermore. The next night I was
back in Springfield again. Oon the 12th, I went to
Springfield to Bend and back to Springfield.

The day after Christmas I flew to Anaheim, California.
The same night I drove to Santa Nella, California. From
there, I drove to Grants Pass and spent the night and the
next da¥ I completed my year's truck travel by arriving back
in Springfield.
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